
Casting a ballot affirms the legitimacy of our council and local government. It ensures that
citizens have a say in how policies and bylaws are created and enforced. When people
participate in voting, the municipality gains a clearer picture of what matters most to residents
and to the community as a whole.

So why is voter turnout at the ballot box so low in comparison to a general election? One reason
is that smaller elections receive little, if any, media attention. There is also a common myth that
local elections do not have as much impact on daily life as federal or provincial elections. But in
fact, decisions made by municipal councils have more day-to-day impact on constituents and
their municipality. 

When people participate in voting, elected leaders are more motivated to listen and to represent
the interests of the community. Local councils oversee essential services and amenities that we
rely on every single day. Strong participation leads to stronger, more responsive local
government.

An active voting community preserves one of the key rights in our society: democracy. Voting
fosters civic engagement and encourages an informed and involved citizenry. In a time of global
conflict and growing challenges to democratic institutions, our freedoms and our right to vote
matter more than ever.

Election Day in Mahone Bay is Saturday, February 14. Let’s break the trend. 
Make your voice heard. GO VOTE!

Mayor Suzanne Lohnes-Croft
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Your Voice Matters

www.getonboardmahonebay.ca
Join our community engagement 

platform to get the latest updates and have
your say on prioritized projects, bylaws and

policy development shaping our Town.

Have you signed up for the electronic version
of Town Hall News? This will ensure you will
never miss an edition as it will be emailed

directly to you. Signing up is easy, just send a
request to subscribe to

clerk@townofmahonebay.ca

Here we go again, a Special Election has been called for the Town of Mahone
Bay. This has become a familiar pattern, as the past four council terms have
included councillor resignations. In the last by-election in November 2024,
fewer than half of eligible voters cast a ballot. That matters, because voting
rights in a democracy are the foundation of an equal political voice.

We’ve heard from residents that you want the Town to be more transparent, timely, and
forthcoming with information, and we appreciate you taking the time to share that feedback.
Open communication is essential to strong local government, and we’re committed to reaching
as many residents as possible with clear, reliable, and accessible information.

The good news is that there are many ways to stay connected and follow the Town’s work.
Whether you prefer online updates, in-person conversations, or printed information, we
encourage everyone with an interest in municipal matters to mark these pages as favourites
and check them regularly for updates and key messages.

Presently, our main public communication channels include:

Town Website: Your central library of Town information, with daily notifications posted on
the homepage.
Facebook: Daily updates, including weather notices and utility outage information.
GetOnBoardMahoneBay: Our civic engagement platform for current projects, featuring
project information, relevant documents, community Q&As, surveys, newsfeeds, and
interactive mapping tools.
Town Hall News: Monthly updates shared via digital mailout, Facebook (PDF), and printed
copies available for pick-up at Town Hall. To be added to the digital mailout list, email
clerk@townofmahonebay.ca.
Council Café: A monthly, in-person meet-and-greet with Council members. Copies of Town
Hall News are available to support follow-up conversations.
Direct Mailouts: Important notifications, appeals, or campaigns mailed to every Town
household with a mailbox (for example, special election updates).
Emergency Notifications: Our current emergency notification service is under review
following a cybersecurity breach. OnSolve is transitioning users to Crisis24, and Town staff
are carefully reviewing this platform as a potential replacement.
REMO & GO ROCK Radio: Trusted regional partners who help share critical, area-wide
information during emergencies.
YouTube: Subscribe to www.youtube.com/@TownofMahoneBayInc and tune in to live
Council meetings to follow current discussions and decisions as they happen.

To continue improving communication efficiency and transparency, we are implementing
several updates. This includes enhancing the functionality of the Town website and reviewing
our emergency notification platform. Our goal is to make it easier for you to find the
information you need, and just as important, to share your questions, ideas, and feedback with
us.

Thank you for staying engaged and helping us build a more informed, connected community.

Staying Connected: How to Keep Informed and Get Involved
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