
 

 

 
 

Description 
430 Main Street is located near the central crossroads of Mahone Bay on the main 
throughfare leading to Bridgewater. The residence is a two-storey wood frame home, 
dating from the 1890’s. The home is built in simple classical style and incorporating a 
Lunenburg Bump, a local design characteristic. The entire property includes the original 
barn and spans the Ernst Brook, home to many of the mills that characterized the 
town’s early economy. 
 

Heritage Value 
The heritage value of 430 Main Street lies in its: 
 
● Historical Associations: 

○ Built for Edward A. Ernst Sr. (1862–1951), known as the "Lumber King of Mahone 
Bay" and the town’s first Fire Chief, and his wife Georgina (Kedy) Ernst (1863–1946). 
The house sheltered their seven children and remained in the family until 2022. 

○ Thought to be Mahone Bay’s first home with an indoor bathroom, signaling early 
modernization. 
 

● Community Significance: 
○ A rare intact example of a late 19th-century merchant-family homestead, 

embodying the prosperity of Mahone Bay’s lumber and fisheries sectors. 
○ The dug well and summer kitchen illustrate pre-industrial domestic infrastructure. 
 

● Architectural Interest: 
○ Blends vernacular construction with high-status decorative elements (e.g., 

verandah spandrels, fishscale shingles). 
○ The Lunenburg bump and bay windows showcase regional adaptations of 

Victorian-era styles. 

Character-Defining Elements 
Key features that define the heritage character of the property include: 

• Elaborate verandah with turned spindles, decorative brackets, and fishscale 
roofing shingles 

• Lunenburg bump  
• Symmetrical bay windows visible from the street 

 

Statement of Significance 
430 Main Street 
 



• Original clapboard siding 
• Window surrounds including sill stools, and original decorative millwork 
• Granite block foundation 

Additional Information 

The house’s 1890s construction period aligns with Edward Ernst’s prominence in the 

lumber trade, while its long family ownership (over 120 years) underscores its continuity 

in Mahone Bay’s social history.  
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